Project/Sector Name: U'Mephi Childrens Satellite Home & Special Needs Home

Partner: AFM Welfare Department 

Geographical Area: Eldorado Park, Ennerdale & Kempton Park (Gauteng province)

Start Date: 2004

Background: 
In 1938, two little children were left on the doorstep of an AFM pastor's home in Crosby, Johannesburg. This seemingly sad story was the start of hope for many children. The AFM welfare organisation was formed and today looks after 800 children in need. 
Satellite homes: These homes have been established in local communities so that children can lead a normal life and not be branded as children from "children's homes". Children live in a loving and caring environment where they can play, attend school and sporting activities. House parents are placed in the homes to raise the children and manage the homes. Each home accommodates approximately 9 children. All children entering the homes are assessed with the aim of finding long term solutions for them in terms of adoption, foster care & special care. 
Homes for babies with special needs: A special needs home was established in Kempton Park to care for babies who are, in some or other way, disabled, have been abused or are HIV positive and need special care. These babies are cared for 24 hours a day by trained nurses & house parents. 

Target Group:
Abandoned or abused children, those affected or infected by HIV/AIDS and toddlers with disabilities needing special care.

Problems Which The Programme Addresses:
The programme seeks to meet the children’s and toddlers psychosocial needs. The aim is to see that all new children entering the homes are assessed and that long term solutions to their situations are found. This includes adoption, fostering and seeing children realize their full potential in life

Purpose: 
Children affected or infected by HIV/AIDS and other vulnerable children receive Christian communal care, medical care and support.

Dorcas Aid supports two homes in Eldorado Park and Ennerdale and also supports the Special Needs Home in Kempton Park

 Main Activities 
Satellite homes: Providing the children with a home, food, clothing, medical care, transport and education on a daily basis. In addition children are mentally and emotionally prepared for moving on to the next phase in life in terms of adoption and fostering. Children go through developmental and life skills training to further equip them for life outside of the home.
Special Needs Home: Providing the children with 24-hour nursing care until they are adopted or enter alternative care facilities as they grow too old for the home.  
