Project/Sector Name: 
Health Care & HIV/AIDS

Partner(s): 
Mount Moriah Ministries

Geographical Area:
Shakas Kraal, Kwa Zulu Natal

Start Date:
2004


Achievements To Date:
This ministry began when Eric & Belinda Gilbert, a couple from Shaka's Kraal responded to the terrible plight of malnourished children begging for food from the township and squatter camp of Nkobongo. What began in 2001 as a soup kitchen to feed these children has evolved to include a number of integrated programmes. 
A creche has been built to accommodate over 200 children; the number of Home Based Care Givers (HBC) has increased from 5 to 20 carers. The partner has invested a considerable amount of training in the care givers so as to better equip them to deal with the many different illnesses and psychological challenges faced by People Living With HIV/AIDS (PLWHA)

Target Group:
Poor & vulnerable children & people infected or affected by HIV/AIDS in and around Shakas Kraal

Problems Which The Programme Addresses:  
Knowledge about HIV/AIDS in the community is increased to combat the increase of the disease caused by poverty & ignorance. Programmes are aimed at strengthening behavior change with a special focus on the youth who are exposed to typical teenage challenges such as drugs, alcohol and casual sexual relationships. Orphans & vulnerable children (OVC) find a haven & shelter from poverty at the creche where they are ensured of basic meals and early education, thus providing them with a place of care not normally available to the poor in the area. HBC workers bridge the gap between the home and hospitals where PLWHA find access to information, care & support.

Purpose: 
To support national efforts in strengthening social cohesion in communities & building an AIDS competent community. To enable PLWHA to lead healthy & productive lives.

Programme & Activities Supported By Dorcas Aid:
Education & prevention programmes 
- Education & behavior modification programmes that are tailored for specific target groups.
  These groups include the youth in schools, preschool parents & church youth groups. Part of 
  the programme encourages open sexuality discussions between parents, children and peers so
  that stigma and ignorance is removed. The programme reaches over 800 people
- Equip volunteers & 20 HBC workers. Training in CD4 counts, opportunistic infections prophylaxis 
  & treatment, nutrition & lifestyle changes 
- Lobby & Advocacy promoting rights of PLWHA 
Practical care & support 
- A pre school for poor & vulnerable children where care & support is provided to approximately 
  220 children. Children are cared for, educated & given 2 meals a day
- Support families in need with food parcels 
- HBC workers visit people who are too sick to look after themselves by assisting with supervision
  on the taking of medicine, referrals to clinics, household chores and general care
